himself the Prince of Princes. The Seljuqs
reunited the Abbaside Empire which
had disintegrated into a number of pro-
vinces. By 1068 A.D. Alp Arslan, one
of their princes, conquered the provinces
of Armenia and Georgia and wrested
Palestine from the Fatamids in 1071 A.D.
It is said that the Seljuqs5 treatment of
the Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land
was so bad that it gave rise to the Cru-
sades. Although Alp Arslan embraced
Islam, his attitude towards the Christians
remained the same. By 1074 A.D. the
whole of Asia Minor came under the
Seljuqs and with it a large number of
people with a distinguished stone-building
tradition who greatly influenced Muslim
Architecture, especially that of Egypt.
Malik Shah was the last of the important
Seljuq princes and under him the Seljuq
Empire flourished greatly, but immediate-
ly after his death in 1093 A.D. it began to
disintegrate. During his reign Ismailian
assassins came into prominence who mur-
dered eminent men, both Muslims and
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